DISCIPLESHIP: GROWING UP!
HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME INTELLECTUALLY?

It must be clearly understood that in this tract and study we are being in no way anti-intellectual.  Nevertheless, it is a clear fact of scripture that mental ability, an advanced education, or a high IQ, are of absolutely no value in coming to know God, and are of very little use in serving him, and no help at all in growing as a child of God.

In fact, it would appear to be very clear in the Word that, instead of being a help, they are more of a hindrance, in much the same way as wealth. (Matt.19:23-26)

Intellectual prowess, or a very high educational standard, which at best is worldly, cannot help us in our search for true wisdom. (1Cor.2:1-8, 1Cor.1:20-25, Mat.11:25-26, Rom.1:18-23); this is made very clear by Paul’s questions to the Corinthian believers in 1Cor.1:26:31.

Of course we see an exception to this in Acts.18:24-28 (note verse 26 and also Acts.18:1-3)

The conflict between God's wisdom and man's type can be clearly seen today in the very great differences between God’s approach, and the world’s approach to the disciplining of children, and the treatment of criminals. (Pro.13:24, 20:30, 22:15, 23:13-14, 29:15, Rom.1:26-32, Ecc.8:11)

Again, the contrast between God's and man's wisdom is shown in Jas.1:5-8 and Acts.18:24-28, and the results of rejecting God's wisdom, which comes about when man thinks he has the answers, is very clearly laid out in the Word, and can be seen all around us in the world. (Rom.1:22, Pro.1:20-33)

God's view of man's wisdom is pretty obvious in the scriptures also. (1Cor.3:18-21, Ezek.28:1-10)  But true wisdom is found in only one place. (Job.28:12-28, Jas.1:5-8, 1Cor.1:30)

The ability to understand true wisdom also comes only through the Holy Spirit’s revelation of God's Word, never through our intellectual prowess. (Ps.119:18 & 32, Ps.119:97-105, Pro.2:1-12, 2Tim.2:7, Phil.3:15, 2Pet.1:20-21)

True wisdom is a blessing from God (Pro.8:1-3 & 32-36, Ecc.9:16-18, Eph1:16-19), and his guidelines to acquiring it are there in his Word for all who truly want to see. (Jer.9:23-24, John.17:3, Ecc.12:13-14)

So, how should we use our intellect? (Heb.l0:24 & 12:3, 1Sam.12:24, Hag.1:5-6&2:18-19, Mat.6:28-29, Josh.1:8, Ps.143:5, Is.1:18-20)
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